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To:

State Directors of Referee Assessment


State Referee Administrators


State Youth Referee Administrators


State Directors of Referee Instruction

National Assessors

From: 

David McKee



Referee Committee Chairman

Re:

Assessment Policy & Procedure Updates

Date:

May 27, 2004

This is a summary of the policy changes approved at the Referee Committee Meeting held in Dallas, Texas on April 4, 2004.  These changes were reviewed at the SDI/SDA Workshop held in Colorado Springs on May 22, 2004.  The Referee Administrative Handbook is being updated and these changes will be printed in the new edition.  They should be implemented for the 2005 registration period.  Please contact me by e-mail if you have any questions (NatDirAss@aol.com).

1.
Change in requirements for attendance for:

A.
Associate Assessor Course: 

· Enrollment limited to those who have attained a grade 7 or higher level as a referee

B
State Assessor Course:

· Enrollment limited to those who have been a Referee Assessor for one year (This criteria may be waived by the NDA for current National and retired National/International referees).

2.
Change in selection process 

A.
Provisional National Assessor: By invitation only, from U.S. Soccer.  Selection based on experience as a referee in professional matches, assessment experience in adult matches or higher and overall contributions to U.S. Soccer.

B.
Candidates must have attained a grade 4 or higher level as a referee with significant professional referee experience.

3.
Assessment Forms for 2005

A.
New Developmental form (in triplicate) available from National Referee office in paper form or on web in Word or PDF format.

B.
New Numerical form for all levels of referees for maintenance and upgrade assessments. 

4.
 Changes to certifying and upgrade requirements:

A.
Grade 8 to 7 upgrade: one assessment, with a score of 70 or higher, on a U17, U18, U19 or higher, 90-minute match.

B.
Grade 7 Maintenance: By state adoption, one developmental assessment at any level match designated by the state (U-17 or higher recommended).

C. 
Grade 7 to 6 upgrade: two assessments as a referee( one at adult Division 2 or higher) and one as an assistant referee, with a passing score of 70 or higher, on a competitive U-19, or an adult men’s or women’s, or higher 90 minute match.

D.
Grade 6 maintenance: One passing assessment, with a score of 70 or higher, on a adult men’s or women’s, 90 minute, Division 2 or higher match.

5.
Limitation imposed on upgrade assessments:

For all referees seeking upgrade in referee level, the assessments should be completed within a twelve-month time period. No more than two failing assessments can occur within that time period.  A third failure terminates the upgrade process for that registration year and the candidate must restart the process in the next registration year, starting with zero assessments. National Referee candidates must get their upgrade assessments in the December 1-November 30 time period in the year prior to National camp attendance. A third failure terminates the upgrade process for that year for National candidates.

6.
Maintenance assessment failures for National and State Referees.

For annual maintenance assessments for State and National referees, the first failure will require only one additional passing assessment (1 for 1).  For the second, or additional failures, the two for one criteria applies (i.e. two passing assessments needed to offset the failed assessment). Make up assessments must be on the same level game, or higher, as the failed assessment.

